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President Says . . .

At our annual banquet on December 4th we

will wrap up another year of SAM activities.

Reflecting back on the past twelve months

makes me feel sad in some ways and optimistic

in others. It has been a tough year in terms

of losing some veryvalued members. To lose

Dick Miller, Bob Francis and Woody Woodcock within three months was almost
more grief than many of us could bear. I'm very proud of the way many of you
pitched in to help these families in their time of need.

Our regularly scheduled activities were all accomplished as planned. The drought
has made our Float Flys more challenging, but there were still a goodly number
of you who joined in the fun at Lake San Antonio. A big thanks to Dale Oxford for
keeping our relationship with the park rangers positive and for getting the retrieval
boat to the lake.

Our series of glider contests really gained momentum this year. These have
turned into a lot of fun and gently horse play among a goodly humber of our
members. Others are already building gliders for next year's series. Malcolm
Beety has done a great job organizing these contests and making sure we all
had a good experience.

The two Large Scale Fly Ins went off as planned. Thanks to Bob Franicis, the April
event was well attended. There is no question that the low turnout at the Labor Day
IMAA was affected by the loyalty that many in Northern California had toward Bob.

Another big success this year was our Ruddergate cookouts. Many of you pitched
in to man the grill this year and no one had to do the honors more than once.
Thanks to all of you for making these monthly eat-a-thons successful. We shall
always remember the great feast put on by Jennie and Chuck Bosso.

Our annual Memorial Fun Fly was very special this year. It was made more
significant because of this year’s losses. Many thanks to Jack Jella and Jim
St. John for leading the way with this important function in remembering those

who have contributed so much to SAM over the years. _
Continued next page . . .
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Minutes of the Salinas Area Modelers Regular Meeting 1 1/03/04

Submitted by Dick Moeller, SAM Secretary

» The meeting was opened at 7:35 PM by President Midgorden.

» The Float Fly in October was a success in spite of low water at Lake San Antonio.

»  The October Ruderrgate had a good turnout, and we were able to use up our remaining hamburgers and polish sausages.
*  Newsletter editor Doug Raarup called for more input for the newsletter. The newsletter is now on the Club website.
» Arrangements for the December 4th dinner are confirmed. Info for signup will be mailed in early November.

» The Toys-for-Tots fly-in will be on Sat. Dec. 4th and Sun. Dec. 5th. Coffee and doniuts will be available,
thanks to John Midgorden and Malcolm Beety.

* Nominations for next year’s officers were announced and ballots will be mailed in early November.
Write-ins are acceptable.

+ Dick Miller’s wife Cindy is going to donate $1000 for a memorial to Dick. Various means of implementing
the memorial were discussed, but nothing was finalized.

» Show & Tell: Bob Dooley showed his Hummingbird Heli, and Malcolm Beety showed his Extra 300,
complete with Patti in the cockpit

» Jack Jella related some of his experiences with Formula One Racing at Reno. Ask him about his head bumper!

* The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM

President Says continued . . .

Our first all electric fun fly was also a success in that we attracted a number of pilots who are not members of SAM.
With the increase in electric flight | would anticipate this next year’s Electric Fly will attract even more “silent flyers.”

Unless there is a big write-in vote in the November election our president for next year will be Jim St. John.
Although Jim has been inactive for a few years, he is back now and anxious to make his contribution to the club
again. Here are a few of his words describing his commitment to the club and his possible election as president.

I will commit to working for the club as hard as | can, BUT you need to remember that most of the club has NO idea
who | am. They don't know I've been in the club for 20 years, attended more scheduling meetings than anyone else
(was actually asked if | would take over hosting the scheduling meeting about 5 years ago), have done 14 of the 17
auctions the club has held, generating (possibly) 1/3 to 1/2 of the club's income (outside of memberships / assessments
of new members). | have been involved in many of the bylaw changes, and up until | went inactive, | was asked many
times how the club handled procedures. I'm nobody special, other than | NEED to see this club stay together and
to BOND as one interest - that being survival! IF the members want a long term member with the experience of fund
raising and of the club's history (and willing to run) then YES | will accept the nomination.

The future is bright for SAM. The good news is that we have a goodly number of new members. We have more new
members in pilot training than any time since | have been in SAM. This is encouraging and | plan to do what | can to
increase the numbers in our flight training program.

This is my last editorial as your president. It has been an honor to serve you these past three years. SAM is indeed
a special group of RCers. All of you are unified in your support of the club and each other. There are no “factions”
and all aspects of RC flying are supported with enthusiasm. My hope is that all of you will pitch in and help Jim in his
commitment in making 2005 another good year for the Salinas Area Modelers.
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MEMORIAL FUND
by John Midgorden

Before Dick Miller died, he talked to me about providing some of the proceeds from the sale of his model inventory to SAM
for a memorial. It is entirely possible that in the future other members of the club may wish to provide similar funds. Instead
of carrying a number of different memorial funds on the club books, the Board is considering the formation of a general
memorial fund that could be the recipient of such gifts to the club.

At the November Board meeting the following guidelines were considered to guide the club in handling memorial funds.
These guidelines have not been approved or adopted at this point. The ideas are presented here for the reaction of all
club members. If you have suggestions, ideas or concerns please share them with me or one of our officers or board members.

We also need specific suggestions on how to use these funds. For example, it was suggested at the November Board
meeting that we might contact the Big Brothers organization in Salinas and see if they would be interested in exploring
the possibility of some of their members becoming involved in learning to fly RC. The memorial fund could be used to
provide a youth membership for a year, including their AMA membership.

I. Guidelines and Purposes
A. The Salinas Area Modelers Memorial Fund (hereafter referred to as the Fund) will be established to receive
memorial contributions from SAM members and/or their families.
The Fund will be used to promote the flying of radio controlled aircraft.
The Fund will be used to enrich the ongoing program of the Salinas Area Modelers.
The Fund will be administered by the SAM Board of Governors and voted on by the membership.
The Fund will be invested and managed by the club treasurer.
Annual awards from the Fund will be presented at the annual member meeting in December.
Depending upon the fund’s specific donors, the annual award will carry the name of the person in whose name
the funds were given.

EMmoow®

Il. Specific Uses of the Fund
A. Annual awards from the Fund may be used to increase the membership of SAM.
B. Annual awards from the Fund may be used to make improvements to the SAM flying site.
C. Annual awards from the Fund may be used to develop new RC pilots, especially youth.
D. The Fund will not be used for normal club operations.

Teery Gansberger’s glider Malcolm Beety’s Extra 300
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The Weak Link
by John Midgorden

My involvement in the flight training program for the club has alerted me once again to a problem beginners have learning
the rudimentariness of RC flying. This has to do with the care and feeding of transmitter and flight pack batteries.

| have learned the difficult way (losing two very nice airplanes) that batteries do deteriorate and become less and less
reliable with age. If batteries are cared for, they can provide hours of enjoyment and trouble free operation for several
years. However, there are several reasons why they can become unreliable, which | won't go into in this article.

My main concern is to provide the following “must” rules:

1. Always charge your system batteries (both transmitter and flight pack) for at lease twelve hours before each flying session.
The nicads we use will begin discharging immediately after you take them off the charger. Therefore, don’t think that
charging them several days before flying is OK. Be safe, charge over night before every day you plan to fly.

2. Itis a good idea to check the voltage, under load, of the flight pack and transmitter battery before every flying session.
Good battery packs should provide adequate energy for up to two hours of flying. If you have suspicions about your batteries,
you might want to check them after every flight. The two airplanes | lost (about ten years ago) occurred after | had been
flying for about 30 minutes. There are a number of good volt meters on the market. | prefer the digital type since | have
heard that the analog type are not very accurate.

3. Never fly if your flight pack gets down to 4.8 volts or your transmitter pack gets down to 9.0 volts.

4. A handy piece of equipment is a battery cycler. Ace makes a good one and there are probably others on the market.
A battery cycler will put a load on the batteries and run them down automatically to a certain voltage and then automatically
recharge them. They will record during the discharge just how much energy is being expended in the discharge. This can
give you a very good reading as to the length of time you can safely fly with the batteries.

Another clue to problems is if the battery pack doesn’t charge as high as normal. | just had a transmitter pack go bad. | had
been using it for three years and recently noticed that it was only reading 9.8 volts after an all night charge, when it had
always shown 11.4 volts.

Remember, our equipment speaks to us all the time, we just have to be listening. A new set of batteries is much cheaper
than a new airplane and engine.

Don Meeks’ Pawnee
Towing a glider
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A few photos from the October 31 Ruddergate

Roy Slater & Nancy Green

Doris Slater & Jean Loughridge

Don Loughridge and Dick Igaz

Don, Dave and Jack
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SAM Student Pilots

The following pictures show some of the students that have been or are currently in the SAM flight

training program.

Of the student pilots shown, Joe Francis and Fred Baker have soloed. Congratulations to Joe and
Fred! It is amazing that Joe Francis soloed on the first day of training. Fred Baker soloed on
November 16th. Both of these gentlemen have also used a computer flight simulator to augment
their piloting skills. Craig Doerner is also close soloing in that he is currently doing landing practice.
Both Dan Spears and Doug Raarup are in the take-off part of their training and are well along in

their learning process.

If you see these gentlemen at the field be sure to give them an encouraging word.

Malcolm Bruce, Malcolm Beety and | have been carrying the instructing load. If there are other SAM

members who would like to help with the flight training program please let me know.

John Midgorden

Dan Spear &
NexStar

Joe Francis & Arrow

Fred B

hker & Arrow

Malcolm Bruce with
Craig Doerner

Doug Raarup
& Arrow
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January
February

March

April

May

June

2

11-15
*22-24

13-15
22
27-30

26

SAM 2005 Event Calendar (proposed)

Board/club Meeting Salinas
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Slope Soaring Seaside
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Float Fly Lake San Antonio

Francis Memorial Fun Fly SAM field

Board/club Meeting Salinas
Float Fly Lake San Antonio
Ruddergate SAM Field
West Coast Festival ~ Atwater, CA
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Glider Contest SAM Field
Ruddergate SAM Field

July

2
6
9
31
August 3
6
2
7
2

8
September
5
October 5
7-9
22
28
November 7

December 3-4
3

Glider Contest SAM Field
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Memorial Fun-Fly SAM Field
Ruddergate SAM Field
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Glider Contest SAM Field
Ruddergate SAM Field
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Ruddergate SAM Field
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Float Fly Lake San Antonio
Electric Fly In SAM Field
Ruddergate SAM Field
Board/club Meeting Salinas
Toys for Tots Fun Fly

Annual Dinner Mtg. Airport

*please note the addition of the ~ April 22-24 event to
the previously published calendar

Meeks crop dusting

Howard Power & Pup

pg. 7




Officers

President: John Midgorden ............ 633-4026
Vice Pres: Dave Florence ............... 678-1334
Secretary: Dick Moeller .................. 663-2613
Treasurer: Bob McGregor ............... 422-3049
Board of Governors
Malcolm Beety ......eoneenmeenneeneenens 393-9304
Dale Oxford ......cccoeovevevreieeecirieens 663-5066
Jim St.John ... 759-9551

Field Maintenance
Malcolm BruCe ..o 449-4471
Malcolm Beety ......eneenmeenneeneennns 393-9304

Club Internet Site:
http://www.redshift.com/~modeler
Webmaster: Bob Dooley .....393-0664

-

Next Club Meeting

Wednesday, Jan. 2005
7:30 pm
Salinas Recreation Center
320 Lincoln Ave.
Salinas, CA

Club meets on the first
Wednesday of each month
(except December)

DISCLAIMER

No warranty, express or implied, is made by Salinas Area Modelers, newsletter editorial staff, or any individual authors or contributors. This disclaimer
all losses, incidental or consequential, from the use of this publication. Unless specificaly stated otherwise, the opinions expressed in any article or column are
those of the individual author(s) and do not represent any official position of, or endorsement by Salinas Area Modelers. Salinas Area Modelers is an ir|
not for profit mode club and is not affiliated in any way with any vendor or equipment manufacturer. The opinions expressed in SAM SAYS are those of the
author’s, and not necessarily those of the Salinas Area Modelers or its Officers or Board Members. Permission is granted to reproduce any part of this

pxtends to
dependent

bublication.

Send in your articles and pictures now!

Salinas Area Modelers
P.O.Box 4083
Salinas, CA 93912




